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An extraor mary Congolese woman
and a blg-hearted American pilot j /om
forces to fac:llrate a wave of U.S.-
ongo adoptions — begmnmﬁ witha
ew home for th woman’s dmlghter. .
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an't quit.

hen profes-
A sional pilot Jeffrey
Luken Hartlage
' moved to Africa
gust 2005 to fly supply mis-
ns for the humanitarian orga-
ation Air Serv International,
mind was on making a living,
aving a life. In fact, when the
fiator — known to his friends
s Luken — arrived in Congo,
as more concerned with
erving his own life. Upon his
al, militiamen and civilians
d his bags and harassed him.
b ride to his new home in
e capital city of Kinshasa intro-
1ced him to the area’s extreme
at and air pollution, as well as

the stench of raw sewage in the
street. If the culture shock wasn't

ough, Luken suffered a bout of
alaria, and vertigo that required
edical evacuation.

‘It was horrible. I wanted to quit

e first hour I was there,” he said.

“But that was my one rule: ‘You

3%

Dther pilots on the mission kept
to an attitude that was all busi-

ess, but Luken had his own
deas.

get bored easily,” Luken laughed.
was climbing the walls. Shortly
iter [ arrived in South Africa to
ain for Congo, it was my 44th
thday. I decided to go to a grass
k at a local high school and
n. There was nobody there, and
as rather lonely. Then I saw



